Topic: Home & Leisure
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	Two new applets designed for smart phones hope to offer parents help in the event that their children become lost. The developers of these apps hope that they will help give parents some peace of mind by storing information useful to law enforcement in the case of an emergency, and by providing information about the location of their child and alerts if they stray from designated safe areas.

FBI Child ID is a free app for Apple's iPhone. The app is designed for parents' phones and stored details about the child that may be useful to police officers and other people trying to locate them. The information includes a photo of the child and a detailed description including age and height. This information can easily be emailed from the app to other users who are searching for the child. The app can be protected by a password to prevent data loss if the phone is stolen.

The FBI, which provides the app, also included features to call emergency services and provide help and advice about keeping children safe.

Another app with the same goal is Footprints, which works on the iPhone. For a three month, $2 subscription, parents install the app on their children's phones and use it to keep track of them. The app is installed and removed as a standard iPhone app and so should be relatively easy for parents to set up. Using a combination of GPS tracking and triangulation based on the location of nearby cell-phone towers, the app reports the location of the phone back to the parents. To save battery life the frequency of updates can be configured.

Parents are also able to set up so-called 'geo-fences' which designate areas the child is allowed to visit. If the child's phone is taken outside these areas (for example, the school vicinity or the route home), an alert in the form of an SMS is sent to the parents.


Based on the news article “Digital Guardians That Help Ease the Fears of Parents” by the New York Times, available at: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/17/technology/personaltech/digital-guardians-that-help-ease-the-fears-of-parents.html
